Joshua ISD Education Foundation Begins  

Campaign with Founding Donor Dinner

At Beaumont Ranch

PRESS RELEASE
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JOSHUA, TX— The Joshua ISD Education Foundation, Inc. began its Founding Donor Campaign with a Founding Donor Dinner at the Beaumont Ranch on Friday evening, March 27th.  The evening began with a reception at 6:00 p.m., followed by dinner and program at  7:00 p.m.  Invocation was by Danielle Erinakes, fifth grade student at North Joshua Elementary, followed by  the presentation of colors by the Joshua High School ROTC.  Special entertainment was provided by Joshua Highs Choral Department Students Lisa Baxter, Brandy Morris, Ally Green and Nathan Herrin.  Scott Murray, Chairman/CEO of Murray Media World was the featured speaker and focused his remarks on “Whatever It Takes.”    Also addressing the attendees were Foundation President Dr. Jeffrey Pool, Superintendent of Schools Ray Dane, and Vice President of Development Taffy Ward.  Joshua High School Teacher Seth Rivard and Joshua High School Student Kimberly Pritchett spoke about the benefits of the Foundation.  Vice President of Administration Jeff Gehle served as Master of Ceremonies for the evening. The purpose of the Dinner was to provide attendees with information about the newly organized Foundation and to give them an opportunity to financially support it.

With funds raised from the Founding Donor Campaign, the Foundation will fund Student Enrichment Opportunity Grants and Technology Initiatives for the District’s students and staff through an application process.  Student Enrichment Opportunity Grants will provide funds that award excellence in scholarship and character to qualified students for academic programs that extend beyond the classroom and that supplement and align with the District Improvement Plan.  Opportunities may include, but are not limited to, the following:  Summer Mobile Reading Labs and Visiting Authors, Student Career and Technology Education Supplies and Certifications; and Student Tuition and Fees for Dual Credit and Exam Fees for ACT, SAT and AP.

The Foundation will also fund Technology Initiatives will enable JISD educators to integrate cutting-edge technology that supplements and aligns with the District Improvement Plan into their curricula.  Funding may support, but shall not be limited to, the following: SMART Boards (Interactive White Boards) with data projectors; Document Cameras to magnify and project objects and text onto a large screen; Additional Computers for the classroom; Education Software; and Interactive Classroom Performance Systems.  

Superintendent of Schools Ray Dane says, “The creation of an Education Foundation to provide funding for the enrichment of programs and services to Joshua ISD students and staff is a milestone event.  Because of the Foundation, the prospects for education excellence in our District have improved significantly. 

“Our Founding Donor Campaign goal is $750,000, and we have received $250,000 in donations and pledges.  The District staff is supporting the Campaign with donations, and the Campaign continues through June.  We encourage everyone to become a Founding Donor in support of our youth,” said Vice President of Development Taffy Ward.  She also said, “While all donations are welcome, individuals will receive prominent permanent recognition with a gift of $250, $500, $1,000, $2,500, $10,000, $25,000, $50,000, $75,000, $100,000 or $250,000 or more.”  The Foundation accepts cash donations, checks or Visa/MasterCard, and donations may be made through the foundation’s website www.joshuaeducationfoundaiton.org.  Pledges of $1,000 may be paid over a two-year period.  The Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization and donations are tax deductible as defined by the Internal Revenue Code.  

The Joshua ISD Education Foundation will provide additional opportunities for the community and schools to become partners in expanding educational programs and opportunities to broaden the scope of possibilities in Joshua’s schools.  Funding through the Education Foundation will not replace or alter use of funds from traditional tax-based sources.”  

For more information on the Joshua ISD Education Foundation, Inc. or how to donate, contact _________ at ___________ or visit www.joshuaeducationfoundation.org. 

